District of Columbia Public Charter School Board
Charter School Application Review Form

(Applicant Name) (Application Number)

Summary of Scores

A. Educational Plan C. Plan of Operation

1. Mission and Purposes _ 1. Student Policies -
2. Academic Design _ 2. Human Resource Information _
3. Student Performance 3. Meeting Requirements _

4. Support for Learning 4. Implementation of the Charter

TOTAL (Educational Plan) TOTAL (Plan of Operation)

B. Business Plan D. Accountability Plan

1. Planning & Establishment 1. Responsiveness to Community
2. Governance & Management 2. Alignment with Goals

3. Finance 3. Sound Design

4. Facilities 4. Realistic Timeline

5. Recruiting & Marketing

TOTAL (Business Plan) TOTAL (Accountability Plan)
Overall Assessment

Check the one statement below that, in your opinion, applies to this application.
This application meets the standards for charter approval.
This application meets the standards for provisional approval.

This application fails to meet the standards for charter approval or for provisional approval.

Summary Comments:

Charter School Application Review Criteria July 1998 District of Columbia Public Charter
School Board



Reviewer Signature

Date

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD
Charter School Application Review Criteria

A. Educational Plan
1. Mission and Purposes

Reviewers will look for the
degree to which the vision of thg
proposed charter school:

1. Responds to the needs of th
target student population;

Is based on a clear mission
that is philosophically
grounded; and

Is reflected in goals that are
clear, challenging, measurah
and fair.

2.

Rating 0 1

Strengths:

1

(U

le,

Weaknesses:

Conditions for Approval:

X 1.75

(weight) (score)
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A. Educational Plan Ratng 0 1 2 3 4 X 225 =

2. Academic Design (weight) (score)
Reviewers will ook for the Strengths:

quality of:

1. The timeline and process for
developing student content
and performance standards;

2. Plans for a curriculum with
learning objectives, content,
and skills appropriate for the
target student population;

3. Plans for a curriculum that is
challenging, coherent, and
content rich;

4. An instructional program that
is consistent with the mission),
philosophy, and goals of the
school and that challenges
students to perform at high | Weaknesses:
levels; and

5. Program models and delivery
strategies suitable for limited
English proficient students and
students with disabilities.

Conditions for Approval:
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A. Educational Plan
3. Student Performance

Reviewers will look for the
quality of:

1. An assessment plan that
features multiple measures d
student outcomes;

2. The strategy for how
assessment results will be ug
to--

a. make adjustments in
instruction;

b. assist in decisions about
student grouping,
promotion, and graduatio
and

c. improve student outcome

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

sed

L

5.Weaknesses:

Conditions for Approval:

X 200 =

(weight) (score)
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A. Educational Plan
4. Support for Learning

Reviewers will look for the
quality of:

1. Provisions being made by th
school for families to be actiy
participants in their children's
education and in school
operations;

2. Plans for developing working
relationships and service link
with community organization

3. The organization and culture|
of the school and the degree
which these factors support

student learning and promote

responsible citizenship;

4. Policies, practices and
programs likely to make the
school a safe and orderly
environment for learning; andg

5. Plans for the professional
development of teachers,
administrators, and other
school staff.

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

D

e

Weaknesses:

X 1.50 =

(weight) (score)

Charter School Application Review Criteria

School Board

July 1998

District of Columbia Public Charter




Conditions for Approval:

B. Business Plan
1. Planning and
Establishment

Reviewers will look for evidence
of:

1. Afounding group and
planning process that ensure
that the interests of the
community, parents, teacher

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

S

D

and other stakeholders are and

will be reflected in planning
for the charter school;

2. A process that brings togethé
people possessing the

professional skills needed fof

organizational, financial,
pedagogical, legal, and othel
tasks required to operate a
well-functioning school; and
3. A non-profit corporate
structure that meets the
requirements of the law.

Weaknesses:

X 125 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

B. Business Plan
2. Governance and
Management

Reviewers will look for evidence
of:

1. A stable, effective governang
model that is capable of
providing a strong vision and
continuity of leadership;

2. A clear and convincing
statement regarding the

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

e

membership and the role of the

proposed Board of Trustees;
3. Aviable administrative
structure capable of providin
strong leadership for the
school and making adequate
provision for teacher, studen
and parent input to decisiong
that affect the school; and
4. Effective written policies,
rules, and/or bylaws needed
ensure the viability of the
governance and administrati
structures, or plans for the
development of such policieq
and rules.

tv
Weaknesses:

X 2.00 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

B. Business Plan Ratng 0 1 2 3 4 X 175 =
3. Finance (weight) (score)

Reviewers will look for evidence Strengths:
of:

1. Sound financial planning;

2. The adequacy of financial
management systems and
procedures; and

3. Arealistic assessment of
projected sources of revenue
adequate for the fiscal viability
of the school.

Weaknesses:
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Conditions for Approval:

B. Business Plan
4. Facilities

Reviewers will look for the

quality of the applicant's plans

and progress toward:

1. Attracting the resources
necessary for acquisition
and renovation of a schoo
facility;

2. ldentifying and acquiring a
site suitable for the
proposed educational
program; and

3. Complying with all
building codes and
obtaining an occupancy
permit.

4

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

X 1.25 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

B. Business Plan
5. Recruiting and Marketing

Reviewers will look for the

quality of the applicant's plans

to:

1. Build strong, productive
links between the school
and the families and the
community it serves;

2. Attract a student body that
reflects the diversity of the
community, yet possesses
interests, needs, and
capacities that match the
program emphasis of the
school; and

3. Recruit sufficient students
to operate the proposed
school and satisfy its

projected growth over time.

D

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

X 1.25 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

C. Plan of Operation Ratng 0 1 2 3 4 X 1.25 =
1. Student Policies and (weight) (score)
Procedures

Strengths:

Reviewers will look for:

1. Timely, fair, and realistic
procedures for registering
and admitting students; and

2. Policies and procedures that
are consistent with the
mission of the school,
comply with the public
charter school legislation,
and provide a fair
framework for the school's
decisions about students.

Weaknesses:
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Conditions for Approval:

C. Plan of Operation
2. Human Resource
Information

Reviewers will look for
evidence of:

1. Strong leadership capacity
in key roles, including the
roles of chief executive
officer, curriculum leader,
business officer, and legal
counsel;

2. High professional standarg

for teachers and other staff;

3. Planned staffing patterns
that will contribute to
achievement of the school
goals; and

4. Working conditions and
compensation packages th
will attract high quality
staff.

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

s

S

1al/eaknesses:

X 1.25 =

(weight)  (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

C. Plan of Operation

3. Arrangements for
Meeting District and Federal
Requirements

Reviewers will look for the
quality of plans and evidence
of positive steps toward
compliance with applicable
statutes, codes, and
regulations.

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

X A5 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

C. Plan of Operation
4. Implementation of the
Charter

Reviewers will look for:

1. Soundness of
implementation plans,
including the pace and
timing of activities

associated with the growth

of the school to its full
capacity;

2. Appropriateness of planne

major contracts; and
3. Quality of plans for
orientation of parents,

community members, and

school staff to the vision

and program of the charter

school.

Rating O

Strengths:

d

Weaknesses:

1 2 3 4

X 1.75 =
(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

D. Charter School
Accountability Plan

Reviewers will look for
demonstrated responsivenes
to community, parents, and
students.

5

Ratng 0 1 2 3 4

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

X A5 =

(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

D. Charter School Rating 0 1 3 4 X 150 =
Accountability Plan (weight) (score)
2. Reviewers will look for Strengths:

alignment between the

school's proposed measures

of success and the goals it

has established for itself.

Weaknesses:
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Conditions for Approval:

D. Charter School Rating O
Accountability Plan

3. Reviewers will look for an | Strengths:
accountability plan with a
reasonable, thorough, and
conceptually sound design
for measuring and reporting
the performance and
progress of the charter
school.

1

Weaknesses:

X

1.50 =
(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:

D. Charter School
Accountability Plan

4. Reviewers will look for a
realistic timeline for
implementation.

Rating O

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

1 2 3 4

X 1.25 =
(weight) (score)
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Conditions for Approval:
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